NATURALISTIC  STUDIES IN THE EDUCATION OF THE CITIZEN    I0y

accord with the prevailing doctrine of laisser-faire. Thanks to
science, mankind was now on the threshold of a millennium of
prosperity, enlightenment, and peace. Provided that legislators
did not interfere with the wheels of industry, expanding know-
ledge of nature could guarantee expanding vistas of human
welfare. The citizen must be taught science to make him realize
the felicitous inevitability of orderly progress in a world where
the masters of industry competed to exploit the newest dis-
coveries for his benefit. The engaging prospect so unfolded left
no space for frozen patents, armament races, chaotic over-
production, mass unemployment, or subsidies to destroy the
fruits of the soil.

To-day Western civilization is threatened by a widespread
reaction against democratic institutions. The cult of virile senti-
ment and blind obedience to leaders with supposedly superior
wisdom now challenges Huxley's robust materialism and salutary
confidence in the human reason. Our newspapers and bankers
are blaming science for the poverty which persists and the
plenty which science has made possible. There is a present danger
that public opinion will learn to identify science with the latest
horrors of mechanized warfare. We watch, with regret the
passing of much which was generous and sane in the confident,
compkcent, and one-sided optimism of Huxley's generation.

If its claims really rest on the belief that advancing scientific
knowledge of itself guarantees the continued welfare of man-
kind, events have stripped away any shred of plausibility for
the claims of science to take its place in the education of the
citizen and the statesman. TJhe now manifest absurdity of this
belief has indeed become the strongest argument for restating
the claims of a scientific humanism. If the social consequences of
technical progress since their time have failed to fulfil the high
hopes of Huxley's contemporaries, the results might well have
been anticipated from the dichotomy which they denounced.
We have trained a generation of specialists to mind their own
business and a generation of statesmen to legislate in ignorance
of the technical forces which inexorably control the character